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2021 PROJECTS LEVERAGE COMMUNITY
RESOURCES TO MAKE STRONG IMPACT
Prepared by Alane Sanders of Maven Lane, LLC.

Every year groups of passionate citizens, community organizations,
government agencies, and local businesses partner together with
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the goal of growing health in our community. The Washington
County Creating Healthy Communities Coalition (WCCHCC)
serves as a unifying connection point for more than 40 diverse
partners and affiliates, coordinating resources and efforts to
prevent and reduce chronic disease statewide in Ohio. Sherry
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Ellem, the WCCHCC program manager, said “I see the Coalition
as a way to connect. We want to connect people and find ways to
support their work.” Cross-sector collaboration is a hallmark of the

Find us on the web

way the Coalition works to promote health with a focus on
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improving access to healthy eating and increasing opportunities
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for physical activity. Local organizations and groups pull together

Communities

to multiply their impact. The power of these partnerships was
evident in 2021 with pedestrian friendly improvements made to our
neighborhoods, greater access to healthy foods for local youth
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and food insecure families, and new ways to connect and
collaborate through the Coalition. These projects are featured
here displaying the intertwined efforts of people committed to
advancing health in our community.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY CHC
COALITION STRENGTHENING
Just as people need to invest effort into staying healthy, so too do
organizations. Partnering with Maven Lane, a local consulting agency, the
Coalition embarked on a year-long process to identify and fully harness the core
strengths of the Coalition. Dr. Alane Sanders, lead consultant with Maven Lane,
said “the Sister’s Health Foundation recognized the worth of supporting this
project through grant funding. They understood that even when the foundation
of an organization is strong, you must take time to see what else is possible to
grow and meet the needs of the future.” The main goal of the partnership was to
develop strong communication and collaboration systems for the Coalition to be
as effective as possible. Since early 2021 members have been working
collaboratively to envision ways to create easier connections for partnerships
and stronger systems to fully unleash the potential that lies within each of its
members. Members drove the development of a strategic plan focused on
strengthening the coalition systems that support their work. A key part of that
plan - the creation of working groups - has been implemented to empower
members to more easily connect and collaborate with others who share similar
passions. Vivienne Barrows, an intervention specialist at the Washington County
Board of Developmental Disabilities and coalition member, said “I have just been
amazed by the process and am excited to be a part of it.” The coalition will
launch into 2022 with energy and clear direction for making best use of the
talents of its members and enhanced systems to engage with community
partners.

FORT FRYE STUDENTS & COMMUNITY
ENJOY LOCAL FOODS
Farm to School efforts make healthy local foods more accessible in schools
and in students’ communities. Megan Lang, wellness coordinator for Fort Frye
Local Schools, said “Local farmers are the lifeblood of a community. They
provide fruit, vegetables, animal-products, and an abundance of knowledge to
share with others. Farmers Markets are a great way to interact, support, and
learn from your local growers, bakers, and animal raisers.” Living in a
community rich in agriculture, the students of Fort Frye Local Schools were
well-positioned to benefit from a local farmers market. The Beverly-Waterford
Farmers Market made its debut in July of 2021 with the support of the
Coalition, Waterford Township Trustees, Beverly-Waterford Rescue Squad,
Village of Beverly, and Muskingum Valley Beverly-Waterford Chamber of
Commerce. With representation from multi-generational farms to new startups, farm-fresh foods from across Washington and Morgan Counties were on
display increasing ease of access for students and their families. Those
attending the market found a family-friendly atmosphere and food options
from Worthington's Produce, Campbell Farm Market, Slainte, Sugar Butte,
Cornerstone, Huck's Produce, Pastured Poultry at Peck's, Hooper's Farm, The
Bushel Basket, and Zimmerview Farms Meats and Market. Lang noted “The first
market was a success and repeated three more times before the end of the
season.” The Beverly-Waterford Farmers Market will be open for business again
in April of 2022.

GREATER MARIETTA
COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
With a mission to eliminate hunger in Washington County, the Greater
Marietta Community Food Pantry has been serving families in need for 41
years. Sherry Hill, director of the pantry, noted that “the Coalition has
been a valuable and strong partner for many years.” This year’s
partnership was focused on securing commercial grade, double-door
stainless steel freezers. Residential freezers and shelving were replaced
with safer high-quality equipment to enable the pantry to accept and
safely store meat and frozen foods and shelve dry goods. Hill stated the
Coalition “works right with me to collaborate on determining feasibility
and prioritizing needs.” Hill also expressed appreciation for Cam
Refrigeration’s role in helping to order and install the freezers. The
pantry serves around 3,000 families a year making strong community
partnerships critical to accomplishing their mission. Hill notes that
whether it is equipment, materials for outreach, or another need, the
Coalition can be counted on to offer support.

THE GREAT APPLE CRUNCH IN
FORT FRYE LOCAL SCHOOLS
With fall in the air, the children of Fort Frye Local Schools were excited
to participate in The Great Apple Crunch! The Great Apple Crunch, a
multi-state program celebrating locally grown apples occurs each
October during National Farm to School Month. Fort Frye students in all
three elementary buildings, the middle school, and the high school were
provided with a variety of apples grown a few miles away in Morgan
County at Never Never Fruit Farm in Malta, Ohio. To prepare for the
event, Megan Lang, wellness coordinator for Fort Frye Schools, and her
son, Oliver, were able to tour the farm taking in the rolling hills host to
an orchard of apple and peach trees. “Oliver was fascinated with the
wood framed apple sorter and enjoyed seeing the refrigerated room
filled with fresh apples and cider,” said Lang. On pick-up day, Lang’s
truck was stacked with crates full of colorful apples and identification
cards so students could learn about the different types. Lang noted, “the
students and staff enjoyed sampling the fresh local apples and provided
overwhelmingly positive feedback on the event.

BETSEY MILLS CLUB
HEALTHY FOOD ACCESS
The Betsey Mills Club has a long history of providing services to help
women, families and children in our community. Health enhancement
programs like pool therapy, safe housing for women, and state licensed
child care are among the many services offered by the club. The executive
director of the Betsey Mills Club, Kerry Jean Waddle, was excited to partner
with the Coalition to brainstorm and implement ways to increase healthy
eating in our community. The partnership with the Coalition in 2021 was
focused on providing healthy snack options to the children participating in
the child care services. Waddle stated “Throughout the year, we influence
the lives of over 100 children and their families, and with the funding
provided to us, we were able to purchase two refrigerators which enables
us to offer fresh vegetables, fresh fruit, and all around healthier snacks to
ALL our Betsey children.”

PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE IN
HARMAR NEIGHBORHOOD
Local citizens know the needs of their community best. For more than two years, citizens
of the Harmar neighborhood on the west side of Marietta have been meeting and
brainstorming ways to improve the safety and health of their residents. Pedestrian safety
needs, particularly along the Franklin Street Corridor (a main street through the
neighborhood), emerged as a top priority. Numerous groups have joined forces including
the Coalition, Marietta/Belpre Health Department, Washington County Health Department,
Main Street West, City of Marietta and Toole Design to effect change through the design
of pedestrian infrastructure improvements. The Coalition has played a key role in engaging
community members in the design process and also in the funding of portions of the
physical improvements. In September, the Coalition was awarded a technical assistance
grant to host a workshop, “reThink Franklin Street,” one of many community events that
brought people together to brainstorm ideas for improving Franklin Street including
placement of plants in bump-outs and repaved sidewalks to enhance safety, beauty, and
function. Joseph R. Tucker, City of Marietta Engineer shared changes being made:
“Federal Highway Administration Proven Countermeasures including Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacon and Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements are being installed on Franklin
Street at the intersections of Franklin/Virginia and Clinton/Franklin.” The Coalition funded
these pedestrian improvements to help residents feel safe walking, biking, and moving
throughout their neighborhood and provide equitable access to other community
resources.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
IN THE VILLAGE OF BEVERLY
As part of ongoing efforts to provide residents more places to
walk, bike, and use wheelchairs and mobility devices safely,
the Village of Beverly has been implementing an active
transportation plan. This plan, called Walk.Bike.Move Beverly,
was developed in partnership with the Coalition, Buckeye Hills
Regional Council, Fort Frye Wellness Committee, and the
Muskingum Valley Beverly-Waterford Chamber of Commerce.
The Ohio Department of Health funded Toole Design and
People for Bikes who worked closely with the community on
plan development. 2021 brought excitement as residents could
see the plan coming to fruition. Banners for traffic calming
(the slowing of vehicles to ensure pedestrian safety) are being
installed, and the first “sharrow” - a nationally recognized
symbol of a bike with chevrons above it - has been painted on
the street to remind drivers and cyclists that they are sharing
the main traffic lane. Village of Beverly Mayor, Jim Ullman
stated, “we are excited as this is the first sharrow in
Washington County, Ohio.” The Village will continue to
implement their plans throughout 2022 to improve pedestrian
and bike infrastructure. Cyclists will be able to easily identify
bicycle friendly businesses (BFBs) by stickers hung in their
windows. BFBs are businesses that encourage people to bike
by providing basic resources like access to restrooms, water,
and places to park bikes, or encouragement and education
about biking in the area like events and maps. People who
enjoy visiting historical places will benefit from stickers to
guide them along active routes to historical stops. “Our
partnership with the Coalition has really helped advance our
goals” Mayor Ullman shared. In addition to the active
transportation planning, as summer approaches, residents will
find another opportunity for physical activity at the Village of
Beverly Community Pool - basketball hoops - and active routes
to get to favorite community places.

Strengthening our community is most effective through thoughtful
collaboration and inclusion. To learn more about the Washington
County Creating Healthy Communities Coalition and how to be a part
of it, visit https://www.washingtongov.org/937/Creating-HealthyCommunities

