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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE

Left to right: Commissioner Tim Irvine, Todd Shelton from Senator
Portman’s office, Presidential Service Award recipients Dennis Urban,
Joe Kurtz and Betty Schott.

RSVP celebrated forty amazing
years of service to Washington County
at the Lafayette Hotel on June 20.
Four volunteers received the
prestigious President’s Call to Service
Award for 4,000 hours of life time
service. County Commissioner Tim
Irvine presented each recipient with a
service pin and certificate of recognition
and appreciation for their commitment
to strengthening our Nation, and for
making a difference through volunteer
service. Each certificate was signed by
President Barack Obama.
Joining the ranks of volunteers from
across the United States to reach this
pinnacle in volunteer service were
Dennis Urban, Betty Schott, Joe Kurtz
and Chuck Kurner.

Presidential Lifetime Service Award Recipients
Dennis Urban
4,381 hours

Betty Schott
4,037 hours

Joe Kurtz

4,002 hours

Chuck Kurner
4,000 hours

Washington County Health Department POD Training
In the event of a pandemic flu
outbreak, the Washington County
Health Department would have a small
window of about 48 hours to get at least
70% of the population vaccinated.
Through Point of Dispensing
training (POD), RSVP volunteers will
play a key role in helping the Health
Department meet their objectives. Eight
RSVP volunteers will serve on rotating

shifts on shot clinic days at the Health
Department, where they will learn
various support roles like checking
patient forms and providing literature
about the vaccines being administered.
Once trained, the volunteers will
take their training on the road when they
participate in drive-thru flu shot events
scheduled for September and October.
The drive-thru flu shot clinics are scaled

down versions of how the Health
Department would react in the event of
an emergency situation.
Trained volunteers will relieve health
care workers from the burdens of
paperwork, freeing them up to vaccinate
more people in a shorter length of time.
Call the RSVP office if you would
like to know more about this rewarding
volunteer opportunity.
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Retired & Senior Volunteer Program
of Washington County
Sponsored by:
The Corporation for National & Community Service
Ohio Department on Aging
Washington County Commissioners
The Senior Levy
The Friends of RSVP

RSVP Staff
Director - Lisa Valentine
Volunteer Coordinator - Susan Hill
RSVP Office Volunteer - Carolyn Miller
AmeriCorps VISTA - Caitlin Harville

RSVP Advisory Council
President - Dennis Urban
Vice President - Gary Worstell
Corresponding Secretary - Shirley Duckworth
Treasurer - Evelyn Worstell
Recording Secretary - Susan Hill
Mary Dellinger
Ruby Hall, Honorary
Betty Hurte
Tom Hurte
Jo Ann Ingram
Charles Kurner
Court Witschey
Paul Young
The Volunteer Voice is printed bimonthly. Articles must be
submitted by the 22nd of the month to be considered for
publication in next issue.
Send submissions to the attention of Susan:
RSVP Volunteer Voice
333 Fourth Street
Marietta, Ohio 45750
Phone: (740) 373-3107 • Fax: (740) 373-7251
Email: shill@rsvpwc.org • Web: www.rsvpwc.org
The information in this publication is distributed on
an “as is” basis, without warranty. We maintain the
right to edit all submitted copy.

hello again...

by Lisa Valentine, Director

My husband’s family had their annual reunion last
weekend at Seneca Lake. In the thirty-five years that we
have been married, you can count on one hand the times
we’ve missed this gathering. I can remember how hectic it
was getting three kids up and moving on a summer Sunday.
Packing the trunk took skill and patience.
Once we got to Seneca Lake, the kids were off to
explore the lake with their cousins. The words, “Watch out
for poison ivy,” fell on deaf ears as they ran toward the
shore, fishing poles in hand.
By lunch time, there might have been a hundred people
lined up for tables of home-cooked food. Magically, there
were always plastic forks, plates and cups. Gallon-sized
jugs of sweet tea lined the drink table. Children of all ages
were everywhere, with two or three generations of women
watching over them.
After the meal while the families with young children
were swimming, the older ladies would cover the food and
settle into little groups to catch up on each other’s lives. The
men would usually claim a few tables and play euchre. While
not as chatty as the women, plenty of gossip was exchanged.
The reunion has really changed. I’m not one of the young
women now – I bring the jugs of tea, the plates and the
cups, and stay behind to cover up the food. The numbers
have dwindled and there are very few children.
One thing I do know is that these ritual gatherings matter.
Families need to stay connected to each other, if by nothing
more than a single thread provided by a Sunday at the lake.
The stories from our past bind us to one another, reminding
us of times when our lives were more intertwined. One
favorite story from my husband’s childhood gets relived
almost every year.
Tom’s family lived on a farm, and all of his cousins lived
in town. His father had a huge horse that pulled a plow and
wagon. One day, the cousins wanted to see how many of
them would fit on the horse, so five of them, one after another,
climbed atop the gentle beast. Lined up from withers to
rump, the boys swayed from side to side as the good natured
horse walked aimlessly around the pasture field. Finally
bored with the boys, the horse walked under a tree and
swept them off her back, one at a time.
The details change with every telling, but the invisible
ties that bind these now gray-haired cousins are revealed. A
fifty year old memory connects each by a delicate thread.
Have a wonderful summer!
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Stream Team Ramps Up Testing

Stream Team field testing with Jim Naylor, Chuck Kurner, Jayne
Stehle and Jesse Daubert.

Ten volunteers have signed on to help monitor streams
and tributaries of the Muskingum River. RSVP volunteers
are covering Devol Run, Buck Creek, Indian Run, Tupper
Creek, Russet Run, Rainbow Creek, Big Run, Straight Run,
Cold Run, Cat Creek, Bear Run and Mason Run. It’s not
too late to join in this great adventure!
Volunteers met at Marietta College on June 4 for the
first of several planned hands-on trainings. Jesse Daubert,
Director of the Friends of the Lower Muskingum showed

volunteers how to calibrate the testing equipment, collect
water samples, run tests and record the results.
After working in the classroom, volunteers walked across
campus to Goose Run, where everyone had a chance to try
out the equipment in the field. At the end of the session,
Jesse presented RSVP with a complete testing kit which
included a collection bucket, sediment stick, water monitor
and chemicals for testing and calibrating.
Last week, Jesse received word that his grant was
approved and RSVP will be receiving two more test kits.
The kits will be stored in the black cabinet by the RSVP
offices. Teams are able to sign out a kit anytime during regular
business hours and may make reservations to keep a kit out
over the weekend.
Several sites are still available. Let us know if you are
interested. We will match you up with an experienced
volunteer team and you can see if you might enjoy this
opportunity for service.
Future trainings will include learning to assess habitats
and delving deeper into sample collection.
Jesse invites volunteers to attend monthly board meetings
and encourages them to attend the Annual Friends of the
Lower Muskingum meeting.
Call the RSVP office at 373-3107 for more information
on Stream Team.

Volunteers Needed

Inland Waterways Festival
Campus Martius & River Museum
RSVP is currently recruiting volunteers to help out at the
Inland Waterways Festival to be held on Saturday and Sunday, August 2 & 3. Volunteer opportunities include serving
as greeters, at information tables, in the children’s activity
areas and at the auction.
All perspective volunteers must attend an organizational
meeting on Tuesday, July 23 at 10:00 a.m. at the Ohio River
Museum.
The Inland Waterways Festival is a free, educational
event with performers, storytellers, music, hands-on activi-

ties, model boat races, whistle blows, steam launch rides,
wildlife displays featuring raptors, owls, & a 2,200 gallon
freshwater aquarium.
The purpose of the Inland Waterways Festival is to commemorate the heritage and continuing importance of
America’s rivers, canals, and lakes in the development of
the Nation.
The goal is to educate the public about how the waterways were a viable means of transportation for commerce
and culture and are still heavily relied upon today.

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
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Volunteer Opportunities
Senior Wheels Drivers
Drivers help seniors remain independent and living in
their own homes by offering transportation to doctors
appointments and the grocery store.

Visit our Website: rsvpwc.org
RSVP of Washington County

Senior Wheels Dispatchers
Dispatchers schedule rides with drivers and send out
necessary paperwork. Need 1 dispatcher on Thursdays
9:00 a.ml to 1:00 p.m..

O’Neill Adult Day Care
Assist day center clients as they arrive, offer
companionship, and help serve snacks and lunch.
Thursdays 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Belpre Center:
(Learning forms)

Monday
Monday

11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Franciscan Meals

Barlow Library:

Wednesday

10:00 a.m.

Looking for two individuals interested in serving as
Chairman and Vice-Chairman on the Franciscan Meals
Board of Directors.
For more information call 373-3107

Cutler Community: Thursday
Resume in mid-September

7:00 p.m.

O’Neill Center:
(Learning forms)

10:45 a.m.

Tuesday

